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Air Traffic Control (ATC) and Volcanic Activity
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ATC Initial Reaction

> Danger Area

> Circle of 120NM radius

> All traffic out of the area

> Stop departures 

> No ATC clearance

> Reroutes to avoid the area

> Information to pilots

> NOTAM
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Iceland Met Office (IMO)

Warning SIGMET

> Name of Volcano

> Location

> ICAO number

> Wind speed and direction

> 60nm downwind
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SIGMET with an area

> Forecast ash

Changes come into effect

120NM Danger area cancelled

Small Danger area 

established around the 

volcano if deemed necessary 
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Working in accordance with:

ICAO NAT doc 006 „Volcanic Ash 

Contingency Plan“ and Checklist

Supervisor:

Informing departments within Isavia

and the adjacent areas and others

both Domestic and International
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London VAAC starts publishing

Distribution of information

SIGMETS

Pilot Reports

ATCO provides information on 

forecast ash distribution to flight 

crew. 

Improvements in forecasting is

the most important for the safety 

of aircraft
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Volcanic Exercises

VOLCICE

Isavia

Iceland Met Office

London VAAC

VOLCEX 

ANSP´s

London VAAC

Toulouse VAAC

Eurocontrol

Met Offices

NOTAM Offices
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Thank You

Questions?


